Relieffor diabetes patients as key drugs go off patent

SOHINI DAS

Fumbai, 4lanuary

TheF14.000-crorediabetes drug
marketinthe countryiswitnessinga
churnwith mary patents reaching
theirexpiry. For patients, thar's good
newsasfaras medicine price s
concerned. Thediabetes segment has
heen growing fasterthan the
country'soveralldrugmarket,

At lenstbwokeydrugs inthe gliptin
calegory have already gone ol patent
wnd cheaper variants are crowding the
mruarket. Also, seversl patent expites
areround thecorner forthe nevest
catepory oldrugs —SGLT-2 inhibilors
or gliflozins (see ciert). Lastmonth,
Movartis novel drug vildagliptin lost
its patent, following which over 20
generics have entered the market.
resulting inmore than 70 percent
pricedrop.

Currently, an off-patent dimg —
teneligliptin— is the widest
prescribedgliptin (adiabetes dmg
category) with 60 percentshare of
total prescriptionsand 80percent
shareofnew prescriptions. Experts
pointourthat the patent cxpivyof
wildagliptin islikelytoshakeuprhe
crerall gliprin marker,
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the leading homegrown diabetes
players, believes that vildagliptinwill
eatintothe shareofa patented drug
sitagliptin. “Vildagliptin isinaunique
situation currently becanse of two
reasons —When itcomestoscientific
documentation, itisvery well
dacumented (b largeclinical rrials)

Dohme dmgthatislikelyto loss
patentin.July2022. Tris priced around
F15-20 pertablet compared toE4-5for
vildagliprin post-pacent expiry.
Teneligliptinlostits patent around
2015 and Glenmark was the first
Indian firmtolaunchthedrugata 55
percent lower price. Following

drivingthesuccess of teneligliptinso
far, despitelimited scientificdata.
Sibal added: “Now with vildagliptin
availableat similar price point inthe
marlet, doctorswill find more
comfortin prescribing vildagliptinte
their patients. Vildagliptinwill
thereforenowcatintositagliptin’s

Justlikesitagliptin and whenitcomes
1o price, iTis aseconamical as
teneliglprin now™ hesaid,

Glenmarlds generic entry, s

ather players sormed the marker

Teadingtoa pricewar.

weral market sharebecauseofits
affordability andwider reach Through
samany moteIndiancompanics

compared tasitagliptin.” SunPharma
and Glenmark market the licensed
wversion of Mercld's Jamavia
(sitaglipting.

Lupinhas alreadylaunched
wildlagliptin along with combinations
inthedomestic market. Sitagliptinis
atous F-orore market growingata
CAGR of 89 per cent, while
reneligliptinis €@1,010crore insize.
Wildagliptin,analready $997-crore
marketclockinga growth of L per
cent, isexpeciedio et into the market
shiares olboth Lhe above drugs,

Inaddition, snother category ol
drugs called pliflowng wo isset wlose
palentsstarling inacoupleolyears,
Genericdmigs inthiscategory will
possiblyshakeupthe oral disbetes
medicine market inthe country.

“Eofar, Indian players are selling
gliflozins as tie-ups with
multinationals, Almost every key
player has started working on its
generic glitlozinand would wait for
the patentstoexpire. These arethe
latestglohal therapy and are now
priced ataround 50 a tablerand
prescribed only by specialists. This is
the nest category for a shake-up,”
saidrtheIndia sales head of a mid
sizod Mumbai based pharma
compani. Turn toPage G

Relieffor diabetes patients
askeydrugsgo off patent

Gliflozing have clocked a
strong 75 per cent growth since
Johson & Johnson launched
its canagliflozin in April 2015,
I'his  was followed by
Asrrazeneca's dapagliflozin in
June 2015 and Bochringer
Ingelheim’s empaglifiozin in
November 2015, Since then,
these companies have part-
nered with domestic majors Lo
market their drogs,

Revently Glenmark dis-
rupled the market with its low-
cost innovation remoglifecin,
In December, Glenmark part-
nered with Mankind Pharma
to market this drug.

Deepak Malil, analyst at
Edelweiss, noted, "Glenmark
launched remoglifozin ac half
the price and recorded highest
prescriptions  within  six
months.  Besides,  with
remoglifozin gning off-patent
in F¥22 and dapaglifozin and
empaglifozin -~ in  Fy24
taccounting for 85 per cent of
gliflozins], this caregory would

attract competition.”

Sihal said Indian players
would have a better chance
when it comes to expanding
in thecountry’s diaberes mar-
ket, The diabetes market is
srowing at a CAGR of 14 per
cent since the last three vears.
compared o 8 percent CAG
of the overall marketl. Only 5
per cent of this market is cov-
ered under the National List
of Essential Medivines or is
under aprice cap,

“Most of the time, MNCs
are not in a position to
employ such large field force
required for covering the
entire nation effectively; this
will always be a major advan-
tage for Indian players and
will compel MNCs to partner
with strong Indian playvers to
ensure the reach required to
make their products accessi-
ble to the vast Indian popula-
tion.” Sibal explained.

MNCs like Bochringer
Ingelheim and AstraZencea

currently have the highest
market shares now in the
gliflozins category with 34 per
centand 193 pet cent, respec-
tively, Homegrown Lupin too
has caught upwith 19 per cent
sharcand Sun Pharmals clos
ing inat 105 per cent.
According 1o Mallk, with
Sunofi exiting disbeles research
and development (R&ED), com-
panies  like Lupin  and
Glenmirk are expected 1w
expancd their markel shares in
the vverall disbetes market,
About B0 per cent of the dia-
betes therapy marlket is oral
medicines, while insulin con-
stitutes 20 per cent, Sanofi's
Lantus is the market leader with
75 per cent share of the market.
According to the
International Diahetes
Federation (IDF), India record-
ed an estimated 77 million dia-
betes cases in 2019, of which
only around 45 per cent were
diagnosed, By 2020, this num-
ber could touch 100 million.




